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Figure: Map of Kovalam, Tamil Nadu
Source: Google Maps, 2019
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Salvo and Giulia, 2003

May et. al., 2006

• Higher frequency of 2 year storm base-flow discharge ration with increase 
percentage of watershed urbanization.
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Research 
Question

How urbanization and tourism has 
gendered impacts as water resources 
deplete in the face of climate change?
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Reconnais
sance

Figure: A fish selling lady sharing her thoughts
Source: Authors, 2019

Transect Walk Interviews

Figure: Transect Walk inside Kovalam Village
Source: Authors, 2019
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Resource 
Maps

Men Focused more on roads and structures, while women focused on water resources
Source: Authors, 2019
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Local people making resource maps
Source: Authors, 2019



KPIs and 
SSIs

KPI with a hindu women, involved in dealing water privately
Source: Authors, 2019
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Water Crisis : How it is seen in different locations of Kovalam village
Source: Authors, 2019



Effect of 
Urbanization

Figure: Urbanization trend in Kovalam village from 2002, 2004, 
2005, 2009, 2012, 2016 and 2019

Source: Authors, 2019
21

The population of Kovalam had gove
over a double within just ten years: 793 
households in 2001 to 1974 households 
in 2011 ( 



Figure: Change in Dargah Kulam and surrounding area from 2002 to now
Source: Authors, 2019
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Effect of 
Urbanization



Left: Blocked access to the ocean, Right: Common resources property - no ones responsibility

Source: Authors, 2019
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Effect of 
Tourism



Water and 
Gender

Figure: Men busy with their nets while women cut and sell fishes
Source: Authors, 2019
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Water and 
Gender

Varied perception of men and women regarding cause of degradation of water resources
Source: Authors, 2019
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Water and 
Gender

Varied perception of hindu and muslim people regarding cause of degradation of water resources
Source: Authors, 2019
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Water and 
Gender

Availability of water – difference in hindu and muslim community in same time, just 10 ft away!
Source: Authors, 2019
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Source: Authors, 2019
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Water and 
Gender

Probable Future  Scenario: Male VS Female perspectives
Source: Authors, 2019
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Water and 
Gender
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Coping is more about 
protecting fishes and 
pollution control due to 
degradation of ocean and 
ponds

Coping was more 
about domestic water 
use due to degradation 
of wells, hand pumps 
and ponds
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Findings 
from KPIs
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“We build so much concrete roads 
and buildings, collecting ground 
water and lose all the rainwater, 
nothing gets in the ground. Then 
how will we get ground water?”

-Key informant interviews-
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“
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—Jayagandhi, Dealer of private water can in Kovalam

“Thaaya pazhithalum
thanneera pazhikka koodathu” 

Even if I could ever scorn my mother, I could never scorn water



“

Thank You!
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